&)

'(@4 GRANTS FOR GLOBAL
GR.ANTS INTERNATIONAL FUNDING PARTNERS
FOR GL&BAL

RESOURCE GUIDE - 2026

Unlocking African Enterprise: A Curated
Directory of Grants and Startup Funding

Explore a targeted roster of funding avenues designed for African
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across the continent.
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0o1. Unlocking Africa's Economic Potential: The City of Kobe's Impact Challenge

DONOR: Afrika meets Kansai GRANT SIZE: $1000 to $10,000

Our editorial team is closely following this distinctive municipal initiative designed to unearth and champion transformative
business concepts targeting sustainable development and inclusive growth throughout the African continent. By bridging the
gap between dynamic local markets and international ingenuity, the program specifically looks to foster meaningful co-
creation between African enterprises and Japanese counterparts. Whether you are an established commercial entity scaling
existing operations or a visionary student navigating the higher education landscape in Japan or Africa, this opportunity
welcomes ambitious thinkers dedicated to resolving pressing socio-economic challenges. Participants benefit from a
comprehensive suite of non-financial empowerment tools, including tailored advisory services to polish pitch decks,
structured networking pathways for strategic business matching, and localized market research insights. Furthermore,
qualifying student participants gain access to dedicated collaborative workspaces to help nurture their early-stage
entrepreneurial ambitions. As the sector increasingly prioritizes cross-border partnerships and equitable economic progress,
this challenge serves as an exceptional platform for ventures aiming to convert innovative problem-solving into long-term,

scalable commercial impact across diverse regional markets.

02. Catalyzing Technological Breakthroughs: The Open Startup Tech and Deep Tech
Initiative

DONOR: Open Startup

For tech-focused pioneers and changemakers operating across the African continent, this upcoming cohort offers a vital
platform to accelerate high-impact innovations and scalable market solutions. The initiative specifically targets ventures
working at the cutting edge of science, engineering, and digital transformation, addressing critical verticals ranging from
artificial intelligence, robotics, and SaaS platforms to vital sustainability sectors like clean technology, renewable energy,
circular economies, and agritech. Additional focus areas encompass healthcare innovations, digital finance, educational
technologies, and modernized supply chain logistics. To accommodate ventures at different milestones of their growth
journey, the initiative is structured around two distinct tracks: one tailored for early-stage teams actively validating their core
solution, and another built specifically for mature startups preparing for large-scale market expansion. Successful applicants
gain access to an immersive, structured environment designed to strengthen operational readiness and market penetration.
To qualify, ventures must be formally incorporated and primarily operational within an African nation, demonstrate strong
English proficiency, and maintain a fully committed founding team prepared for active, hands-on engagement throughout

the entire program duration.
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03. Scaling Visionary Ventures: Inside the Accelerate Africa Founder Program

DONOR: Accelerate Africa GRANT SIZE: $100,000 to $500,000

Designed for bold entrepreneurs tackling some of the continent's most formidable infrastructural and socio-economic
hurdles, this immersive growth initiative delivers bespoke, expert-led mentorship tailored to early-stage teams. The
curriculum dives deep into five fundamental pillars of enterprise building: crafting compelling impact narratives, assembling
high-performing operational teams, engineering robust go-to-market strategies to secure initial revenue milestones,
developing indispensable product offerings, and preparing rigorously for venture capital fundraising. Eschewing a one-size-
fits-all approach, the initiative deliberately curates micro-cohorts of just ten founding teams, ensuring deeply personalized,
one-on-one guidance from seasoned operators who have successfully scaled and exited businesses within the region.
Participants immerse themselves in rigorous coaching sessions, legal and financial workshops, and peer-to-peer
networking designed to alleviate the isolation often felt by early-stage leaders. Uniquely structured without mandatory equity
forfeiture or upfront capital dispersal upon admission, the program opens doors to prospective downstream investment
opportunities via its dedicated partner fund upon successful completion. Through a steadfastly founder-first ethos, this

initiative continues to cultivate the next generation of globally competitive enterprises originating from the continent.

04. Advancing Inclusive Technologies: The HAIDI Artificial Intelligence and Disability
Catalyst

DONOR: Assistive Technologies for Disability Trust GRANT SIZE: $10,000 to $100,000

This intensive, medium-term support initiative is engineered to propel responsible artificial intelligence solutions that
champion disability inclusion and data governance across African markets. The program targets post-Minimum Viable
Product innovations that already exhibit tangible real-world traction, focusing intensely on priority sectors such as
accessible educational tools, inclusive employment software, mental health and caregiver support systems, and advanced
assistive mobility technologies. Selected ventures collaborate hand-in-hand with regional disability communities and
specialized live lab networks to rigorously audit usability, refine user experience design, and ensure authentic, community-
driven relevance. Beyond milestone-based financial support, participants receive exhaustive technical assistance
encompassing algorithmic improvement, accessibility compliance, and data protection alignment. The program also equips
innovators with robust go-to-market strategies, brand positioning, and investment readiness services, including pitch deck
refinement and direct introductions to potential donors, public sector partners, and impact investors. Open to startups,
academic researchers, and multi-stakeholder consortia, the initiative requires that applicants prove active involvement of
persons with disabilities in their core design and governance structures, ensuring technology truly serves its intended

communities equitably.
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05. Driving Green Transitions: The CirculaRise Circular Economy Accelerator in Kenya
DONOR: Yunus Environment Hub

Addressing the urgent environmental challenges of waste generation and resource depletion, this structured Kenyan
accelerator empowers growth-stage social enterprises to embed circular economy principles into their core business
models. Implemented by seasoned environmental experts with backing from international development partners and
philanthropic foundations, the program places a special emphasis on fostering green employment opportunities and
strengthening women's leadership in sustainable commerce. Over a rigorous multi-month journey, participating leadership
teams engage in a hybrid schedule combining personalized on-site coaching at their own business premises with virtual
strategic sessions led by local industry experts. The curriculum focuses on optimizing circular operations, refining gender-
responsive growth strategies, and dramatically enhancing investor and customer readiness. Culminating in a high-profile
graduation pitch day connecting enterprises with top-tier regional financial institutions and impact investors, the accelerator
ensures that participating businesses gain crucial visibility across international platforms and alumni networks. Eligible
entities must be legally registered Kenyan small and medium-sized enterprises with a multi-year operational track record,

dedicated to social and environmental impact while actively championing women's economic participation.

06. Celebrating Excellence: The 2026 Sustainable Development Awards in Namibia

DONOR: Environmental Investment Fund of Namibia

This prestigious national awards program invites nominations from a broad spectrum of changemakers—including
community groups, educational institutions, private enterprises, researchers, journalists, and artists—who have
demonstrated exceptional leadership in environmental and social stewardship. The initiative seeks to honor pioneering
efforts across a diverse array of fields, ranging from private sector sustainability and community-based natural resource
management to youth-led climate action, pioneering environmental journalism, green financial services, and sustainable
mining practices. With a deliberate, forward-looking emphasis on recognizing Namibian youth as primary architects of a
greener future, the awards program shines a spotlight on innovative practices that drive community empowerment and
responsible economic growth. Nominees are evaluated on their ability to set benchmarks in environmental responsibility,
long-term impact, and creative problem-solving within their respective sectors. By highlighting these remarkable
achievements, the program aims to inspire widespread adoption of sustainability best practices and foster a deeply

ingrained culture of ecological and social accountability throughout the nation's evolving development landscape.

07. Unlocking Growth for Lagos Agribusiness and Agritech Innovators

DONOR: Lagos Agrinnovation Club  GRANT SIZE: $100,000 to $500,000

Our editorial team is closely following an exciting opportunity designed to nurture and scale youth-led agricultural ventures
transforming the food landscape in Lagos State. This initiative targets vital segments such as cold chain logistics, food
processing, climate-smart agriculture, and digital farming solutions that modernize the regional food supply chain.
Participants chosen for this competitive cohort gain entry into an extensive network of industry leaders, alongside tailored
business mentorship and substantial state-backed capital injections. To qualify, ventures must operate within the food
systems value chain, maintain a structured or registered operation, and demonstrate clear market potential. Founders must
fall between the ages of 18 and 40, have run their enterprise for a minimum of three years, and base their operations or
target market in Lagos. Eligible applicants are also expected to complete mandatory social media engagement steps with

the organizing club to finalize their submission.
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08. Empowering Lesotho's Next Generation of Innovators and Entrepreneurs

DONOR: United Nations Development Programme(UNDP)

Our research desk highlights a dedicated youth empowerment initiative in Lesotho that pairs entrepreneurial capacity
building with practical economic support. Implemented through a partnership between national ministries and international
development bodies, the program fosters sustainable businesses and creative problem-solving across two distinct streams
for innovators and entrepreneurs. Participants gain valuable access to markets, financial resources, targeted training, and
mentorship designed to dismantle common barriers to enterprise growth. The initiative is open to young change-makers
aged 15 to 35 from all districts and backgrounds, emphasizing unique ideas that generate positive community impact. A
specialized component under the umbrella framework further champions initiatives rooted in science, technology,
engineering, arts, and mathematics. Whether applying individually or collaboratively, participants receive the tools

necessary to turn visionary concepts into viable, community-driven enterprises.

09. Scaling Sustainable Ventures and Social Impact Enterprises in Tunisia

DONOR: Orange Corners GRANT SIZE: $10,000 to $100,000

Our editorial team has reviewed a comprehensive support mechanism tailored for impact-driven founders in Tunisia whao
are championing environmentally and socially responsible business models. The initiative centers on sustainable
development goals related to resilient communities and responsible production, offering a structured acceleration journey
complete with individualized coaching and technical assistance. Selected enterprises participate in a rigorous multi-month
program that pairs expert mentorship with strategic fundraising preparation and visibility enhancement. To be considered,
businesses must already generate revenue, feature a proven and scalable operational model, and maintain formal legal
registration in the country for at least one year. Eligible ventures must clearly demonstrate social or environmental benefits
alongside strong prospects for job creation and business expansion, benefiting from a balanced mix of direct awards and

structured repayable financing.

10. Burundi's Social Enterprise Acceleration and Incubation Pathway

DONOR: Orange Corners

Our team's review of regional startup ecosystems points to an intensive acceleration opportunity in Burundi crafted
specifically for impact-driven social entrepreneurs. Delivered in partnership with specialized local enterprise hubs, the
program focuses on sharpening business models, refining impact measurement, and strengthening financial resilience in
alignment with global sustainability goals. Over an immersive multi-month period, selected founders engage in hands-on
sprint activities, personalized expert coaching, and strategic matchmaking sessions designed to connect them with key
stakeholders. The initiative prioritizes ventures that place positive social outcomes at the core of their operations while
maintaining long-term financial autonomy. Eligible startups must demonstrate a validated theory of change, readiness for

growth, and a commitment to delivering measurable community benefits within Burundi across recurring biannual cohorts.
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11. Advancing Namibian Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises

DONOR: Namibia Investment Promotion and Development Board

Our resource analysts are tracking a national funding call aimed at fortifying micro, small, and medium enterprises
throughout Namibia under a collaborative economic development partnership. The initiative is structured to enhance
enterprise competitiveness, foster innovation, encourage value addition, and spur job creation across all fourteen regions of
the country. Priority is deliberately extended to women-led and youth-led businesses that exhibit strong export readiness
and long-term sustainability. To qualify, enterprises must be locally owned, formally registered with relevant national
authorities, and operational for a minimum of one year with an active business bank account. Applicants must present a
viable business model backed by financial documentation, pitch materials, and proof of ongoing commercial activity,

ensuring targeted assistance reaches businesses poised for broader economic impact.

12. Celebrating Uganda's Social Enterprise Champions and Community Heroes

DONOR: Federation of Uganda Social Enterprises

Our editorial desk features a prestigious recognition platform designed to honor the outstanding contributions of social
enterprises driving meaningful change across Uganda. The initiative celebrates organizational resilience, innovative
community solutions, and measurable progress toward sustainable development objectives within the local impact sector.
By highlighting these pioneering organizations, the awards platform fosters a more interconnected ecosystem, encourages
peer collaboration, and attracts greater investment to the sector. Both formally registered and unregistered social entities,
community-based organizations, and non-governmental actors operating within the country are welcome to participate.
Nominated organizations must have maintained active operations for at least one year, culminating in a high-profile

recognition ceremony held annually on Global Social Enterprise Day to amplify their visibility.

13. Empowering Nigeria’s Creative Sector Through Technical Production Grants

DONOR: UK-Nigeria Tech Hub

Our editorial team is closely following this flexible project-first initiative designed to overcome the technical production
bottlenecks currently facing Nigeria's vibrant film, fashion, and music industries. By providing targeted resources for
specialized talent costs, software licenses, and advanced production tools, the programme helps keep complex creative
work within the country rather than forcing studios to outsource abroad. Applicants can apply across three distinct tiers
depending on whether they need support for early-stage production needs, larger-scale outputs, or multi-organization
collaborative partnerships that drive broader sector impact. To qualify, participating entities must maintain a verifiable
business presence in Nigeria, address a demonstrable technical gap, involve mid-career creatives in structured roles, and
commit to active knowledge-sharing activities. Successful projects must be fully prepared to launch within the upcoming

operational window while maintaining rigorous monthly progress and financial reporting standards.
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14. Igniting Youth Entrepreneurship and Innovation Through the NSIA Prize

DONOR: Nigeria Sovereign Investment Authority = GRANT SIZE: $100,000 to $500,000

This notable Nigerian startup competition aims to accelerate youth-led enterprises that deliver transformative, locally
grounded solutions across critical economic sectors. Selected innovators progress through a structured multi-stage journey
that begins with initial application pre-selection, moves into an intensive virtual training and in-person bootcamp accelerator,
and culminates in a high-stakes demo day where finalists pitch directly to judges and investors. Top-tier finalists gain
exclusive entry into a fully sponsored, partnership-driven training curriculum focused on leadership development, strategic
business scaling, and long-term viability. Eligible candidates must be Nigerian citizens aged eighteen or older who helm
innovative startups operating within healthcare, manufacturing, climate solutions, or food security domains. Ventures must
have been actively operating for at least six months with a minimum viable product and be fully registered locally upon

reaching the finalist stage.

15. Advancing South African Clean Technology Solutions via Commercialization Support
DONOR: Technology Innovation Agency

Our research desk highlights this specialized opportunity aimed at empowering South African enterprises that are driving
groundbreaking advancements in environmental sustainability and clean technology. By bridging the critical gap between
early academic research and full commercialization, the initiative helps innovators turn promising discoveries into market-
ready products that foster economic growth and improve quality of life. Participants benefit from comprehensive mentorship,
specialized training, valuable investor connections, and targeted platforms to showcase their green solutions to broader
markets. Eligible applicants must be registered local small, medium, or micro enterprises presenting novel cleantech
technologies with protectable intellectual property. Proposed concepts must currently sit anywhere from the proof-of-

concept stage to pre-commercialization while demonstrating clear commercial feasibility.

16. Establishing a Collaborative Wastewater Biorefinery Innovation Cluster in South Africa
DONOR: Technology Innovation Agency GRANT SIZE: $100,000 to $500,000

This strategic institutional call seeks to consolidate fragmented expertise, technical infrastructure, and market demand into
a cohesive and sustainable innovation hub focused on the wastewater and biorefinery sectors. The selected host
organization will serve as a central anchor, bringing together key regional stakeholders and resources to catalyze
technological advancement and commercialization within the industry. Supported through a structured conditional funding
instrument distributed over a multi-year timeframe, the designated cluster leader will have ample runway to drive long-term
sector transformation. Applications are warmly welcomed from legally recognized South African entities, including higher
education institutions, science councils, and established industry bodies equipped to manage complex stakeholder
networks. Exceptional performance during the initial operational period may also unlock opportunities for follow-on

institutional support.
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17. Scaling Sustainable Industries Through the Global Cleantech Accelerator in South
Africa

DONOR: Global Cleantech Innovation Programme

Our editorial staff draws attention to this premier business accelerator and annual competition designed to supercharge
startups and small-to-medium enterprises tackling pressing environmental and climate challenges. Through continuous
mentorship, evaluation, and targeted capacity-building workshops, participants refine their business models, elevate their
pitch readiness, and strengthen their financial strategies. The overarching framework emphasizes low-carbon industrial
development, energy efficiency, renewable power adoption, waste beneficiation, and water conservation across the region.
Since its inception, the initiative has successfully nurtured numerous cleantech ventures, equipping alumni with enhanced
market visibility and improved positioning for follow-on investment opportunities. Eligible growing enterprises must be
dedicated to developing scalable, affordable clean technology innovations that address critical ecological and economic

hurdles.

18. Tackling Regional Food Systems and School Feeding Challenges Through
BioSustainability Design

DONOR: Novo Nordisk Foundation

Our resource team spotlights this targeted Ethiopian design initiative aimed at supporting research-based innovators
dedicated to transforming local food systems and institutional school feeding programmes. The initiative directly confronts
complex regional hurdles such as severe climate pressures, water scarcity, land degradation, and inefficient post-harvest
storage across vulnerable arid territories. Selected multidisciplinary teams receive immersive field experience, specialized
coaching, and rigorous training to develop climate-smart agricultural technologies, improved cold chain logistics, and
sustainable clean cooking solutions for schools. Eligible applicants must consist of collaborative research teams anchored
in Ethiopia with at least two locally based members committed to building scalable enterprises for rural communities.
Participants must also maintain full availability for upcoming field immersion, testing activities, and ongoing coaching

sessions set in the target regions.

19. Empowering Agricultural Research and Sustainable Food Initiatives in Rwanda

DONOR: Novo Nordisk Foundation

Our editorial team is closely following an exciting call for applications supporting visionary, research-driven interventions
designed to transform food systems and school meal operations across Rwanda. This initiative targets structural
vulnerabilities that currently hinder smallholder productivity, institutional feeding logistics, and sustainable cooking practices
in rural and low-income communities. Eligible innovators are invited to tackle complex obstacles such as climate-smart
agricultural production, erratic soil fertility, limited access to tailored financial products, and post-harvest storage
bottlenecks. Furthermore, the programme seeks robust digital solutions for supply chain tracking, data-driven public
procurement planning, and optimized menu designs that seamlessly link local farmers directly with educational institutions.
To qualify, applicant teams must comprise at least two locally based members, display multidisciplinary technical and
business expertise, and commit fully to rigorous field testing and capacity-building phases. Successful participants gain
hands-on opportunities to pilot market-ready solutions through a structured blend of online and in-person entrepreneurship

activities.

Grants For Global — Resource Guide https://www.grantsforglobal.com



‘\.
& GRANTS FOR GLOBAL

20. Advancing Sustainable Food Systems and School Feeding Innovation in Uganda

DONOR: Novo Nordisk Foundation

We are highlighting an important research-led funding opportunity tailored for innovators addressing critical agricultural and
nutritional challenges within the Karamoja region's school feeding framework. The initiative focuses heavily on
strengthening climate-resilient agricultural production, upgrading post-harvest management systems, mitigating food safety
risks like aflatoxin contamination, and modernizing institutional kitchen infrastructure. Applicants are encouraged to propose
practical breakthroughs—ranging from localized farmer aggregation models and advanced storage technologies to efficient
clean-cooking solutions and digital supply chain platforms that connect smallholders directly with schools. Eligible teams
must be firmly anchored in the country, featuring a minimum of two locally based members who possess diverse
professional backgrounds spanning design, research, business, and community engagement. Selected participants will
actively participate in immersive field testing, structured training modules, and continuous coaching sessions aimed at

scaling sustainable enterprises that directly benefit marginalized rural populations.

21. Unlocking Growth Capital and Capacity Support for Tanzanian SMEs

DONOR: Daraja Impact

Our resource desk is tracking a dedicated business support initiative designed to bolster women- and youth-led enterprises
in Tanzania through flexible financing and targeted technical assistance. This comprehensive programme delivers impact-
linked financial instruments alongside rigorous investment readiness training, impact management mentorship, and post-
investment guidance to ensure long-term commercial viability and social value. By integrating capacity-building workshops
with individualized coaching from seasoned industry leaders, the project equips growing businesses to refine their
operational strategies and amplify their market footprint. To meet eligibility requirements, applying enterprises must
demonstrate a proven track record backed by at least two years of active business operations, verified audited financial
statements, formal regulatory registration, and active tax compliance documentation. This collaborative entrepreneurial
ecosystem offers a powerful pathway for marginalized business leaders to scale their ventures while generating measurable

economic inclusion.

22, Catalyzing Ecological Investments in Tunisian Agriculture and Fisheries

DONOR: Italian Agency for Development Cooperation ~GRANT SIZE: $100,000 to $500,000

Our editorial review highlights a strategic call for proposals aimed at bolstering private sector investments dedicated to the
ecological transition of Tunisia's agricultural, aquaculture, and artisanal fishing industries. Selected project leaders receive
vital equity capital contributions designed to strengthen their financial stability when paired with complementary financing
secured through local banking institutions or professional leasing firms. The initiative welcomes applications from legally
established natural persons, corporate entities, and recognized professional agricultural bodies that can demonstrate clear,
sustainable environmental and socio-economic impacts within their target sectors. Applicants must strictly adhere to
rigorous national and international compliance benchmarks covering health, environmental stewardship, tax obligations,
and social regulations. Through this structured co-financing mechanism, operators gain the enhanced balance-sheet

capacity necessary to execute innovative, sustainable long-term business strategies.
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23. Honoring Creative Excellence through South Africa's National Cultural Honors

DONOR: Department of Sport, Arts and Culture

We are proud to share details regarding a premier national recognition platform dedicated to celebrating extraordinary
talent, originality, and artistic achievement across South Africa's vibrant creative industries. This annual awards initiative
shines a spotlight on leading artists, technical innovators, and cultural contributors who consistently push the boundaries of
their respective creative domains while maintaining exemplary standards of quality. Guided by a meticulous adjudication
and judging panel, the programme evaluates nominees on their dedication, artistic impact, and ability to inspire both peers
and audiences alike. By elevating the status of the creative sector on a national stage, the initiative strives to build an
aspirational brand that fosters deeper community engagement and public appreciation for the arts. This recurring
celebration serves as a vital milestone for recognizing those whose visionary work enriches the country's cultural

landscape.

24. Accelerating Clean Energy Adoption Across Nigerian Markets and Institutions

DONOR: Africa Enterprise Challenge Fund GRANT SIZE: $500,000 to $1 million

Our research desk is examining a multi-tiered clean energy transformation programme designed to scale sustainable power
solutions across households, commercial enterprises, agribusinesses, and public institutions in Nigeria. The initiative
operates through distinct funding windows that target private sector distributors of renewable technologies, commercial
entities seeking to reduce fossil fuel dependency, and public facilities striving for reliable power access. Eligible for-profit
enterprises must be formally registered and physically established in the country with a solid multi-year operating history,
full tax compliance, and the capacity to provide mandatory matching funds. Successful applicants will undergo thorough
integrity and financial due diligence screenings while committing to stringent environmental management and labor
standards. This comprehensive funding mechanism plays a crucial role in advancing national climate objectives, boosting

industrial productivity, and strengthening technical education pathways for the clean energy sector.
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